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THE TSAAC VARIAN HOMwmSTEAD

277 Van Cortlandt Ave.,cor.dainbridge Ave.,
Borough of The Bronx, New Yorl City

Location, Date zand History

The Isazac Varian homesfead, also known as the
Valentine House, at Vapn Cortlandt Avenue and the old
Woodlawn Road _(now Bainbridge Avenue), was erected in
1775-6, while an old wing, now destroyed, dated back to
1770,

Stephen Jenkins makes reference to the house in his

S8tory of the Bronx, 1912, p.35%7, as follows: "To the

weat of the reservoir [}he small oval reservoir situated
between Mosholu Parkway and Gun Hill Road], at Van Cort-
landt Street and Woodlawn Road [ﬁOW'Bainbridge Avel s5till
stands the o0ld Valentine House of Heath's attack, which was
for many years the homestead of the Varian family. The old
farn was cut up into building lots in April, 1905" The
present owner, Nr., Willism F. Beller, acsuired the house in

906, Frior.to that, he says, it was always owned by the

l_!

Varian family.

Isaac Varian, the first of the name in imerica (who
died at his residence on Bowery Lane,N.Y.City,zbout 1800},
had six children, all born in ¥ew York, the yBungest being
Isaac Varian (1740-1820), = butcher like his father, who
accummulated a landed estate both in New Yorik and Wesh chestex
Tounty, 2nd died on one of his prw perties in that county.

Letters of zdministration were issued to his son of the
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same name through the Surrogaie zat White Plains. 1t was
the second Issac mrodvably, who first lived in this house

and cossibly built it. (Briggs, The Book of the Varisn

Pamily, 1881, pp. 20,21,50).

An interesting bit of Revolutionary history surraands
the place: YAin encounter occurred here in 1777 hetween the
British and the Americans, in which the Continenﬁals drove
their foes out of this house and along the Boston Post Road
to Fort Independence.

"On the 17th of Januvary, 1777, Genernl Heath, in com-
vliance with Generszl Vashington's orders, bhegan an attack
against Yort Independence, It was intended by this means,
even if the fort wo=s not taken, to cause the British to
wi thdraw some of their troops from New Jersey asnd Rhode Ig-
land, General Lincoln advanced by the Albany Post foad to
the heights above the tresent Van Cortlandt Park; General
3cott came from Scarsdale to the vicinity of the Valentine
hougse on the Boston Road, betwesn Williamsbridge and Eings-
hWridge, while Genersls ooszter wnd Parsons marched from New
Rochelle over the Boeston Rbad.

"The thrers divigions anrrived at ths enemy's outpost
just before sunrise, ILincoln cantured the osutpost in the
front at 'Upper Cortlandt's.' Heath ordered the cannonade
of the Valentine House, if the gusrd resisted, 2nd he statloned

two hundred snd fifty men between the house and Fort Indepen-
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dence to nrevent the guard from retreating to the fort.

Two mounted British pilckets were esried fleeing to give

the alarm. One was captured, but the other escaped and
nlarmed the British outposts, who ran for the fort. They
were Tired upon by the Americans, and one of fhem was taken

prisioner." (Cook's The Borough of The Bronx, 1913,pp.146,

1473 also Jenking' The Stary of The Bronx, 1912, p.157, and

view of the house ovvosite p. 131.)

Architectural Descrintion

The following descrintion of the old place is tsk en
from the field-notes of James Gambharo, Architeect, N.Y.City,
made during the rresent survey;

There was at one time & stone extension on the west
side which was used as a ¥itchen. This was approximstely
21 feet long (east to west), 321 feet wide (north to south),
and 20 fect high. A porch about 6% feet wide ran alons the
north side. The south wall was set hack about 8 feet from
south wall of wain portion. Due to itg unsafe structural cone
dition, this extension was demolished & few years 2z, A4ll
the stone hus been huried on the spot. There was a stairway
leading from this extension at the south wall to the cellar of
the main rortion. This was replaced in 1910 by a new stone
stairway at the south front.

“Windows at first and second floors are double hung, set

hack about two inches from the face of the wall, and are splayed
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on the inside. Stone=-work at window heads 1s supported

by & wood lintel 8 inches deep with 6-inch bearing at each
end. Sore of these hi.ve heen reylaced dy steel lintels.
Most of the cellar wiadows wrere added about 1910.

"The original entrance porch was replaced in 1910, the
rresent OoWNner says, »y one wiich was an exéct replice of the
orizinal design. Dopr and sidelighis were installed in 1910.
The original entrance door is now stored in attic. The Dutch
door at the rear of the hall is orikginal.

"0rizginal floors =re oak beoards of widths wvarying from
12 to 17 inches, and are laid, running east to west. The
sovthesst room has new 4% inch torgue-and-groove osk floor
laid over the old one. This room =2nd also the entrance hall,

o

Deams are novwr

4

formerly had o nlaster (oak lath) celling.
exposed and painted white.

"A1)l firewvlaces, exXcept that in the southeast room,have
been bricked un. The ornenings averaged about 4% feet wide
and & feet high in the clear.

"A modern bhathroom has btecn installed in front of second
floor hall,

"Roof rafters, tie veams and urrights are orisinal, Ald
of this work is mortise%and fastened together +i th wood wnins,
The two smaller oneningé at each zale have hteen bhlocked up

with stone. The original wood shingle roof of the main portion

of the house, snd also the entrance poreh ronf have been renitaced
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by astestos shingles.

*uer of the existing hardware is the original

hand-wrought iron.t
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